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Vision

The Viet Village Urban Farm is an intensively used productive landscape
that includes a major produce market, commercial agriculture, and
community gardens. These key functions are supported by a network of
green infrastructure and a range of community facilities that encourage
the use of the site by everyone in the community.

Vuon Trai Thanh Thi cla Lang Viét (dich tiry tudng Viet Village Urban

Farm) la mot dia hinh st dung dat phét trién cao d6 bao gém mét thuong
trudng hoa qua 16n, néng trudng cdng nghiép, va nhiing thiia dat ca nhan
cho cac thanh vién trong cong doan. Nhiing chuong trinh nay dat trén
nén tang bdo vé maoi sinh va mét sé nhiing cc s& cdng déng dé khuyén
khich moi ngudi dan trong cong doan st dung.



The farm is designed to be sustainable
both culturally and environmentally.
Agricultural production is organic,
energy is used efficiently, water

is managed on site and waste is
recycled. The project builds on along
tradition of productive gardening
and farming in the Vietnamese
community, and combines it with the
entrepreneurial spirit and energy of
younger generations.

Vudn trai nay dugc thiét 1ap dé c6 kha
nang tén tai vira trong khia canh van
hod vura trong khia canh moi sinh. San
xuat néng nghiép cdia noi nay sé dung
phuong phap hiu cg, nang luc dugc
st dung chdt ché, nudc sé dugc quan
ly trong khu vuc, va phé vat dugc tai
st dung. Dé an nay dua trén chiéu
day cta truyén théng san xuat nang
sudt cao nai vuan ruéng clia cdng
doéng Viét Nam, va cung vai diéu dé

la nang luc va tinh than thuang mai
sang tao trong nhiing thé hé tréd.



Introduction

The first Vietnamese arrived in New Orleans East (Village de Lest) in 1975. Among their first activities was the establishment of home based gardens to
grow the traditional fruits and vegetables that weren't available anywhere locally at that time. The gardeners soon started an informal farmers market as
an outlet to sell whatever produce they did not consume in their own homes.

The community grew as more Vietnamese resettled in the area and more space was needed to increase production to meet the growing demand. Many of
the gardeners at this time ventured outside of the fences and utilized many undeveloped plots and acreage in the area to build their gardens, ultimately
bringing 30 acres of previously residual unused space into production.

Up to the time of Hurricane Katrina, the gardening activity remained a primary cultural and economic identifier for the community. Unfortunately, the
storm destroyed all of the gardens and displaced many gardeners. Most of these gardeners have returned but found themselves overwhelmed by the
thought of rebuilding their homes and the entire garden infrastructure, a situation enhanced by the fact that most of gardeners are now in their 60s,

70s, and 80s. Committed to producing their own food and practicing their Vietnamese culinary culture, many of these gardeners have reestablished
small gardens on their property. This vision for a collective community/urban farm is a way to support the reestablishment of an important aspect of the
cultural and economic life of this community while it bridges the gap across the older and younger generations.

This vision grew out of the beginning of the recovery planning process. As the Viethamese community began the process of re-imagining their
community and assessing its cultural and physical assets, the plan emerged to formalize the gardening and market activities at a single location. As well
as providing the previously mentioned support to the older generation (that was the primary pool of gardeners in the community) and incorporating
younger members of the community, it became clear that a vibrant farm and market had the ability to generate significantly more revenue than was
previously being realized as well as contribute to the preservation and enhancement of knowledge that traveled to New Orleans from Vietnam with the
first arriving migrants.

With the birth of MQVN Community Development Corporation (MQVN CDC) in May 2006,
the vision became one of the CDC's major projects. The project is being led by Peter Nguyen
with supporting consultants from the visionary Rev. Vien Nguyen, National Alliance for
Vietnamese American Service Agencies (NAVASA), Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT), and the University of Montana Environmental Study Program. The design of the urban
farm and market is provided by the Tulane City Center and Louisiana State University (LSU)
School of Landscape Architecture, the project is progressing toward full production by the
end of June 2008.



Nhing ngudi Viét Nam dau tién da dén viing Déng New Orleans (Village de Lest) vao nam 1975. Mét trong nhiing sinh hoat dau tién cta ho thiét lap
nhing vudn quanh nha dé tréng nhiing loai rau quéa quen thudc ma trong thai gian d6 khéng dau khac trong viing lan can c6. Khoéng lau sau d6, nhing
ngudi lam vudn quanh nha tu déng tao nén mot phién chg dé ban nhiing san phadm gia dinh ho khéng tiéu thu hét.

Céng doan nay I&n dan khi c6 thém nhiing ngudi Viét Nam ti cac noi dén dinh cu, va vi thé ho can thém dat dai dé tang gia san xuat hau dap tng du
nhu cau dan tang trudng. Nhiéu ngudi lam vudn quanh nha da vuot ra khéi cac hang rao quanh ho va sir dung nhitng manh dat tréng lam nai tréng trot
thém. Cudi cling ho diing dén téng cdng 30 mau (My) nhiing manh dat con lai chua phat trién.

Cho dén thai diém bao Katrina, viéc lam vudn van la mét trong nhiing viéc dau tién mang ddu chiing van hoa va kinh t& clia cong doan. Tiéc thay, tran

bao da pha hay tat ca nhiing vudn tugc trong cong doan va khién nhiéu ngudi tréng cdy trudc day khéng con dat dung vé. Hau hét nhing ngudi dy da

trd vé, nhung ho cdm thay mét méi khi vira phai stta sang nha ctia viia phai dung lai toan dién phan dat canh tac xua kia — van dé tré nén tram trong hon
khi ta nhan rang nhiing ngudi van lam nhiing céng viéc tréng cay truéc
kia bay gi& da la nhitng ngudi 60, 70, hodc 80 tudi. Cucng quyét tiép néi
viéc tréng cdy nhimng rau qua cho chinh minh tiéu thu va ché tao nhiing
mon an truyén thong, nhiéu ngudi da tai lap nhimng khu vuon quanh
nha ho. Vién tugng tao lap mét khu vudn trai chung cho cdng doan la
mét trong nhiing phuong tién dé trg gitp viéc tai lap mét khia canh
quan yéu trong doi séng van hoa va kinh té ctia ngusi dan trong cong
doan nay trong ltc chinh viéc nay con la nhip cau néi lién gilta thé hé
gia va nhiing thé hé tré.

Vién anh vudn trai cdng dong thoat thai ti tién trinh thiét ké phuc héi.
Khi cdng doan Viét Nam bt dau uem mao vé céng doan ctia ho hau
Katrina va dinh lugng nhiing gia sadn co s& va van hoa clia cdng doan,
chuong trinh ctia ho tir tir ti€én dén chd nhan dinh rang can phai tao
dung mot ché trong cdy an lién véi noi ho ban nhing san vat tir vuon
clia ho. Clung luc véi viéc trg gitp nhu da noi trén cho su phuc hoi ctia
nhitng ngudi lam vudn trudc day (ma hau hét [a nhitng ngudi I6n tudi)
va gom nhirng ngugi tré trong cong doan vao cong viéc nay, van dé moi
ngay moi sang td la mot chuong trinh trong cdy cling véi mét noi hop
chg séng ddng c6 kha nang nang cao thu nhap han nhiéu so vai con s6 trudc day. Dong thai no cling gilip cho viéc bao ton va tang cudng kién thic canh
nong da dén My tir Viét Nam cling véi nhirng ngudi Viét ti nan dau tién.

Cung vdi viéc thanh 1ap Ca Quan Phat Trién Cong Pdng Maria Nt Vuong Viét Nam (con goi Ia MQVN CDC) vao thang 5, ndm 2006, vién anh vudn trai cong
déng da tré thanh mét trong nhitng chuong trinh chinh clia Co Quan Phat Trién Cong Béng. Chuong trinh nay dugc diéu hanh bdi anh Nguyén Peter vai
su gop y ctia L.m. Nguyén Thé Vién, Co Quan Lién Hgp Phuc Dich Nguai Viét My Toan Quéc (con goi la Alliance for Vietnamese American Services Agency
- NAVASA), trudng Dai hoc Ky thuat clla Massachussettes (MIT), chuong trinh Diéu nghién Méi sinh cua trudng Pai hoc Montana. Viéc thiét ké d6 hinh cla
vuon trai va chg dugc thuc hién béi Trung Tam Thanh Phé clia Dai hoc Tulane, va Khoa Kién tric Ngoai canh clia Dai hoc Louisiana. Chuaong trinh vuon trai
céng doéng dang dugc nhdm dén dé hoat déng vao cudi thang 6, ndm 2008,









Site Plan



The plan is organized rationally to try and make most efficient use of the area, maximize productivity and create inviting and attractive spaces for
community use. The different uses are located to take advantage of site features.

The main public entry to the site comes off Dwyer closest to the Mary Queen of Vietnam Church. From the entry a processional avenue leads directly

to the market facilities clustered in the north-west quadrant of the site. The market includes a major parking area and outdoor plazas and eating areas.
Around the main avenue and immediately east of it the main community gardens are grouped. These are laid out like agricultural plots and smaller groups
of plots share shaded pavilions and small storage sheds. Also in this part of the site are a playground for small children and a sports field for older children.
The eastern part of the site is largely devoted to commercial agriculture

with a livestock area for raising poultry along the northern boundary and

commercial agricultural plots organized around a small lake used for water

management and irrigation. At the eastern site entrance is another small

area of community garden plots allowing easy access to residents from

further east of the site.

Chuang trinh dugc t6 chiic va sép x&p hgp ly d€ st dung ding chiic ning
khu vug, tao luc san xuat t8i da, va tao suc thu hut cho viéc stt dung khu vuc
véi cong déng. Khu vudn dugc chia ra thanh nhiing khu vuc dé tan dung
hinh thai ctia khoang dat.

Con dudng chinh @& vao khoang dat nam trén dudng Dwyer sat bén nha the

Maria N{r Vuong Viét Nam. Tir c6ng chinh vao la mét hanh lang dan thang

vao khu vuc chg quan tu & goc phia tay bac ctia khoang dat. Khu vuc chg

gém c6 mot khodng dat dau xe I6n va cac quang trudng va khu vuc an uéng.

Quanh con dudng chinh va sat phia déng clia con dudng nay la mot khu

vUc quan tu cac vudn. Cac vudn dugc chia ra thanh nhiing manh nhé. Cr mot s6 méanh nho nay lai st dung chung mét mai nha véi nhiing nha kho nho.
Cang trong khu vuc nay con c6 nhimng san choi cho cac tré nhd va mét san van dong cho cac thanh thi€u nién. Ving phia déng clia khoang dat hau hét
dugc danh cho nhimng ruéng déng céng nghiép véi mét khu danh cho suc vat d€ nudi ga quanh mot cai hé diing dé€ quan Iy nuéc va dan thuy nhap dién.
Tai c6ng phia déng clia khoadng dat con c6 mét quan tu nhiing vudn nhé dé nhiing ngudi lam vudn séng gan d6 dé ra vao han.
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Commercial

A major poultry farming operation is located along the site’s northern boundary where it will
have the least impact on nearby residential areas. This will initially be operated by the MQVN
CDC. The chickens will be free ranging. Waste from the poultry farming will be processed in the
composting area to create valuable soil improvement products for use on the farm and also for
commercial sale.

Five one-acre commercial plots are available for lease for market gardening. The plots will be
fenced and have access to water supply for irrigation.

A small lake collects site runoff after it has been cleaned in an artificial wetland. The water is
then reused on site for irrigation.

The commercial lots are all accessed by a major service road that will also provide truck access to
the rear of the market livestock pavilion and the composting area.

Mét trai nudi gia cam I&n ndm & ria phia bac khu dat dé gidm thiéu anh huéng dén nhiing ngudi
s6ng gan khu vudn trai. Khai dau, trai nay sé dugc diéu hanh bai chinh Co Quan Phat Trién
Céng Béng. Ga nudi noi day sé la ga tha. Phan ga sé dugc ché bién dé trg thanh phan chuéng
cho viéc tréng cay trong khu vudn trai ciing nhu dé ban ra néu ¢é thang du.

Sé& c6 nam manh dat vai dién tich 1 mau (My = .42 hectare) méi manh dugc danh ra cho nhiing
ngudi thué véi muc dich trong cdy vdi tinh canh cdng nghiép cho lugng san xuat Ién hon. Cac
manh sé cé hang rao va c6 ngudn nudc ti€p can cho viéc tusi bon.

S& c6 mét hé nhé chiia nudc sau khi nude da dugc loc qua khu vuc sinh 1dy nhan tao. Sau dé
nudc dugc st dung lai cho viéc tudi bon.

Nhing manh vuan I6n tréng cdng nghiép sé c6 mét con dudng Ién dan vao dén khu vuc nubi
gia stic va khu vuc ché bién phan chuéng vira dé ra vao vira dé€ cho nhing xe tai c6 thé téi lui.



—

A

Poultry Farming
Commercial Plots
Service Road
Composting
Runoff Lake

Bamboo Groves
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Community

The community garden plots are located to have a strong relationship with the street frontages
and be close to MQVN church and its facilities. Each plot is 20 x 20 feet and will be fenced.
Groups of 30-40 plots each share water supply and storage facilities for tools and other supplies.

A children’s playground for smaller children is centrally located within the plots to encourage
the involvement of children in the farm activities and to provide an amenity for parents and
grandparents who may be bringing children with them when they come to garden. The
playground also has shaded seating for adults.

A sports field (size) is located towards the church for older children and young adults to use for a
variety of active games and play.

Nhimng thira vudn canh tac cdng déng dugc thiét ké dé c6 lién hé mat thiét vai nhimng con
dudng chinh va gan véi nha thd va nhiing co s& cdia nha ths. Méi thira vudn co chiéu kich dai 20
b6 va rong 20 bo (khodng 7m mai chiéu) va c6 hang rao phan chia. M6i nhém khoang 30 dén
40 thira sé c6 mot hé théng nudc chung va nha kho chung cho céc dung cu tréng cay.

Mét san chai cho tré em nam gilta cac thlta vudn dé khuyén khich su tham gia clia cac em trong
cong viéc tréng cdy dong thai tao phuong tién dé cac 6ng ba hodc b6 me lam vudn ma lai con
coi con chau cé thé dén vudn lam viéc va c6 ché cho con chau chai. Trong san chai ciing sé c6
nhiing diém bong mat dé ngudi I6n c6 thé dung trong luc coi con chau trong san chai.

Mot san van dong (kich ¢&) sé dugc tao dung gan nha thd cho céac thanh thiéu nién cho nhiéu
mon choi va sinh hoat.



Community Plots
Playground

Sports Field
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Markets

The major entry avenue passes through the garden plots and runs through the site to the
farmer’s market area and the site’s major parking area. The avenue is lined with tree planting.

The farmer’s market is entered through an active plaza, which connects from the parking lots.
The farmer’s market has three major pavilions: fresh produce, prepared foods and livestock.
These pavilions are located around a lotus pond along the edges of which are more eating areas
and areas for relaxation and fishing. Also in this area is another open pavilion for community
activities.

Con dudng vao chinh ndm canh cadc manh vudn nhé va chay xuyén qua téng kich khodng dat,
qua chginéng san dén bai dau xe. Hai bén |é dudng sé c6 nhiing hang cay.

Dudng vao chg néng san sé di qua mét quang trudng. Quang trudng nay néi lién vai bai dau
xe. Chg néng san sé cé 3 khu vuyc chinh: Chg rau qua tuoi, cdc mén an néng, va noi ban thit
doéng vat. Nhiing khu vuc nay dugc dat quanh mét hd sen. Quanh hé sen con ¢d thém cac ban
ghé dé khach tham c6 thé mang d6 an dén an tai cac noi d6 trong khi ngdm canh, khu vuc chi
d€ ngdm canh, va nai cau ca. Ngoai ra, trong khu vuc nay con cé mot can nha mat cho cac sinh
hoat céng déng.



Parking
Market Pavillions
Lotus Pond

Entrance Avenue

17



Phasing

Phase one of the implementation will
involve strategic site clearing with the
vegetation being recycled into mulch
and compost for soil improvement.
All major earthmoving will take place
as well as regarding to implement the
new water management system.

Phase two will involve the
construction of the major circulation
elements including the service road
and the main entry avenue.

Phase three will involve tree planting
for shade, productivity and identity.

Phase four of the implementation

will involve construction of the
enterprises: the commercial plots, the
community gardens and the poultry
facility.

Phase five will involve the
development of the farmer’s market.



Giai doan mot cla viéc thuc hién dé an bao gom ké hoach don quang khu
vuc vudn trai véi nhimng cay cdi ti noi d6 dugc xay nhoé lam phan xanh dé
tang mau cho dat. Nhimng viéc san vun dat dai sé dugc thuc hién cung vai
viéc sap xép hé théng quan ly nudc trong khu vuc.

Giai doan hai sé bao gém viéc tao dung hé théng luu théng, bao gom
trong d6 la con duding chinh di vao khoang dat cling nhu con dudng phu
dé chuyén tai ndng san cling cac vat liéu va san phdm canh néng.

Giai doan ba sé a viéc tréng cac cay c8i dé tao bong mat.

Giai doan bén sé la ltc tao dung nhiing thira rudéng canh tac — ca nhan
cing nhu cong nghiép, va trai ga.

Giai doan nam sé la khi kién thiét chg néng san.
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Site / Technical Issues

All green waste generated on the site will be composted for general farm and gardening use,
and in future will be available for commercial sale. In future this facility can be expanded to
recycle waste from the surrounding community as a means of expanding the commercial side of
this operation.

Conditions, methods, and guidelines for poultry farming have been too extensively researched
by the University of Montana Environmental Studies Program to be mentioned here, but

an exhaustive document given to the MQVN CDC will help guide them in the set-up and
management of the poultry farming on site.

Parking is placed at the rear of the site to be near the market as well as to limit its impact
on the site and surrounding neighborhood. Paving materials across the site will maintain a
low environmental impact, using resourceful technologies to handle drainage, particularly
potentially harmful runoff.
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Bamboo groves have been located to protect the existing residential areas
from any impact of site activities. These groves will provide visual buffers
and will also be harvested for timber and other products.

All farming, gardening and livestock raising done on site will conform

to international organic standards. The site will be enrolled in the
Certified Naturally Grown to ensure that these standards are met and the
certification will serve as a marketing label for products sold around the
country.

All operations on site will strive towards self-sufficiency. Toward that
end, on-site resources will be utilized to provide as much energy to the
operations as possible. Wind and solar power are being considered, and
fuel powered generators will provide energy in emergency situations.
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Watersheds
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Viet Village

View looking from primary road
toward pavilion and pond
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Cooperative
Urban Farm
Project

Our thanks to:

research and design team: Dan Etheridge,
Art Terry, Elizabeth Mossop, Wes Michaels

livestock research: Erika Edgely, Lauren Butz
MQVN CDC: Father Vien Nguyen, Peter
Nguyen
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American Society of Landscape Architecture
2008 Award of Excellence, Analysis and
Planning Category

Australian Institute of Landscape Architects

2008 National Landscape Award, Landscape
Planning Category
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